
933 miles of impaired rivers 
and streams

1,159 acres of lakes

You can see the estuary map

2022 303D Impairment List



Impervious cover over
12% of the watershed
Correlates to impaired 
Water quality



To buffer or not to buffer



Johnson and Vaudrey 2022

Just these counties apply 
4.5 million lbs. of fertilizer
each year along LIS





Series of low 
buffer
Ponds leading into 
Deep River



Inconsistent regard 
for buffering



CT River
Google Earth
Fertilized lawns straight to the water’s edge



Gateway Commission
CT River Watershed
Buffer with a View



Westchester County
No mow strip



Degraded banks



Same view three years later



Restoring degraded 
Pasture and Riparian
Area while maintaining
ford to adjacent 
pasture



Angler casting into
Shaded brook



Do we do this with IWCs
or P&Z
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